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Following is a list of the plants and factories subordin ate to the First 
Main Administration of the Ministry of Chemical Industry | 

| |~the first two 

belonged to the First Main Administration! 


The Sjjmthesia Chemical Plant was a large industrial complex located in a 
wooded area in Semtin /jb03N-lg U3E7 » a village situated on the main road 
between Pardubice and Bohdanec ^OO^N-lJUll? /"The approximate location 
of the plant was The plant ~e xtended along the north side 

of this rAad, just opposite the East Bohemian Chemical Works, usually 
known as the Rybitvi Plant /5003N~l$i|2E7* In front of, and outside <bf, 
the main entrance to the plant were two administration buildings in 
which were located the plant* s administrative and technical staffs* The 
nitrocellulose departments were located deep in th e forest; they were 
underground and separated by natural earth walls* 

Annex for D3-$3 U*b memo ry sketch of the plant* Both the Synthesia and. 
Rybitvi plants are shown* a very general picture 

of the plants 











3. 


25X1 

<> 


25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

4. 


25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 


25X1 


5. 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 « 

25X1 


Approved For Release 2004/07/08 : 01/^^80-0081 0A0007001 30005 -5 25X1 

SECRET,] 


. . - 2 - 

FbuhiSed in tlie early part of tile fcwentisth century as a hSIfllng 

e bapAny of the lmperlal Chemical Works of England, Synthesla was 

SitioMlifced ' In 1945, and at that tine ^an extensive .prdgratt of 
reconstruction was ' begun ; " ‘ ' Between 1946 arid 1949 obtained, 

4 a' 3 eMah reparatibns, complete processing equipment^ or the produc- 
tion of' p eht raer'y thr i tal tetranl trate (FETN) and another^ PBTH 
ftljfcture, plus all .process data. I ... I thi ® 

Mltailed either in May 1952 or is in the process of being installed. 
This equipment was first sent to Synthesla and later transferred to 
tliS'East Bohemia Chemical Works; then, in 1951* ,4t-was^hastily _ 
returned to Synthesla. The two engineers, (fnu) 2ADR0BIUEK and 
(fnu)FLICKA, who had supervised the removal of the equipment from 
Wusterhausen /5253N-1227E7, Germany, were in charge of installing it 
at' S^ntheSla. Other reparations received -by Synthesla front Germany 
Included complete processing equipment for the production, of nitre - 
aa^l Ulose.. celluloid, and nitric acid, together with all process 
data 

[ZZ 
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Synthesla's principal products were military and industrial explosives*- 
ammonia , nitric acid, potassium and sodium -cyanides, fertilisers, 
collodion, formaldehyde, and ether g f | » ore military _ 

explosives were produced than industrial explosive*. I 

Ministry of Defense handled all matters concerning military expiosivee, 

1 1 two basic types of industrial explosives 

mines with gases and one f or use in 


were produced, one for 
mines without eases. I 


mines^ with out' gases . I ~ _ I L — — 

I ' I the value of industrial explosives produced by ayktnesia 

for. the year 30 December 1951 to 29 December 1952 amounted to 
260,000,000 orowns. The average, price of industrial explosives 
during this same period was 12? orowns per kilogram. 

insufficient to meet the mount ing needs of the Czech mining — and 

building Industries. In fact, I . || 


Chechoslovakia would have to import industrial explosives 

_ m m ( J — a #AM . dVm 1 AW A 


from East Germany during 1953 to compensate for, the low production of 
industrial explosives. In the Summer of 1951 a breakdown in 
machinery and a lack of spare parts necessitated 

industrial explosives from East Germany. This situation lasted for 
about six weeks. Again, in May 1952, the p roduc tion of 
for mines with gases, particularly those expletives scheduled for the 
Getrava region, was interrupted for about two Weeks because of 

machinery repairs, instead of importing explosive* from East 

Germany, however, the Dimitrov plant 2»®« bolow^ hurriedly Uwni»i 
its production of those particular explosives during the two week 
period of repairs. Besides industrial and military explosive*, 
Synthesla also produced the following: nitric ® f "^iohit 

was one of the largest producers; ammonia, 

of the largest producers; ethers, of whiehl |Sy»«je»ia was 

the sole producer in Czechoslovakia; potassium ana sodium ®J*Bl£os, 
of which Synthesla was the largest producer in Czechoslovakia ana 
the only produoer in Bohemia and Slovakia; collodion, of *hieh 
Synthesla wae the only producer in Czechoslovakia; ethanol; butane 1; 
and ethylene glycol. 


,the number of -worke rs employed by Synth esis at ^ 
about 3,000 or 4, 000, mostly men , andj ~] * 

the plant operated on throe ehifte. The railroad system t ui 

the plant was quite extensive and adequate.^ Adjacent to the Rybltvi 
Chemical Works and opposite Synthesla, on the south {Sjjfjj* 

road from Pardubice to Bohdaneo, a new large electric power station 
web wader eoaetruetlon an d toheduled to be ooap l eted by the «aa or — 

1952. This power station ] I . 

will use coal for fuel, will service both Synthesla ana Kyuiuii. | 

The general manager of Synthesla was a former worker] — — — J 

,Tn * He replaced Dr. (fan) ZIZKA, “? 

Tm plant ewperlntendent wae Inge ( fnu) HOLT# who had boon 


^ A aa v w«^|fwb ■■■ ■ w w— » — — — «r — ^ *■ 

an official of the pleat sinee before World War II. 
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This plant, formerly known as Dynamit Nobel, was quite old and was 
considerably expanded during t he period 1920-1937 « It was locat ed 
in the suburbs of Bratislava. I _ ' I 

Inasmuch as it was one of the largest and most important chemical 
plants in Slovakia, it was fur ther expanded after 19to and there were 

plans for additional expanslon l l The 

plant's main products were industrial and military explndftves, 

sulphuric acid, hydro chloric acid, nitric acid, carbon disulphide,, 

and superphosphates. I 1 

the annual value, covering the period of the yearly plan from 
3® December 1951 to 29 December 1952, of industrial explosives 
produced by Dimitrov amounted to 100,000,000 crowns. This plant used 
larne quantities of imported pyrlteB, phospha tes, and sulphur. 

I ithe pyrites c w from 


I | srw ~ . ■— 

Spain throu gh various channels, one of wnicn was British. I 
\ (Czechoslovakia received its phosphates from North Africa 

1 1 . _ , 4 


tlPV/llWPXW V UW.JLW * — , , , 

but I some phosphates were expected to be Imported from the USSR* 

i I ■ r imt *v<kta4> A AAA 


— IThe plant employed about 2,000 
_.3,000 workers who worked mostly in two shifts, although some 
departments m*v have worked in three shifts. The plant had its own 
power station ! I Transportation 

facilities included railroad spur tracks, and] 

ii.. _ ji a. _ sin--.-. LU - dhhnl a unma A 4*M 


I I they were adequate . Since all the top people were dismissed in 

1951 J 1 the names of the present administrative staff 

members! Among those dismissed in 1951 were the managing dir ect or, 
Ing. (fnu) RISA and the administrative director. Dr. (fnu) HOFFMAN. 
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Located in the southern outskirts of Ostrava, this plant, which was 
built during the First Republlo. was quite modern. I 


| The re were plans' 


i 


_ _or expansion, particularly m tne field 

of fertilizers I I Duslkamy principal 

products were fertilizers it was tne largest producer of fertilizers 

in Czechoslovakia), nitric acid, and oxalic acid. As a rough 

estimate I Ithe number of worker?! a t a p proximately 2 , 500 ; 

Ithe plant worked in three shifts 1 , L 
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]the plant had its own power St 


t»»**ks lad in to the grounds of the facto ry 
former worker 


[ 


Jug, 

heid’his'positlon since 19^5, was tne administra tive deputy [ 


The plant manag 

(fnu) STUCHLIK* 


"Tipur 

pr was 


a 

who had 
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Draslovka 
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Draslovka consisted of two plants, one 
/5002N-1512J7 and another at Uhrineves 
south of Prague, I 


the outskirts of Kolln 
‘002N-l4^6M7 about 15 km. 


Z 


S 


quite modern, having been construccea m 
reconstructed! 


I noth' plants were 
-1930's And subsequently 


I The main products of both plants were fertilizers, 
sodium and potassium cyanides, and galvanic salts. The Uhrineves — 
plant had a laboratory for the testing of galvanic salts| 


X 


leading to the factor 
dismissed, including 


in August 


3 the Kolin plant had spur track! 
52 the entire ma nagement was 


J 
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41 though fhOKostolany plant did not belong, to th« Ministry of 

| Chenloal I nd us try, but probably to the Ministry of Defease, I 

I , . _ _ fr aoausa of its oomeptieh with explosives, It was 

JLw* fro ? Novak y 2*843H-l833g7 in th# dlrsotlon of 
2illna^913N-l844|/» and w as a small factory whore soao military 
Sxploslves nay bo produce d. i lit * ** 

P4salbls» based on rumors I l and on the feat 


1 


Is qplte 
that 


Sxploelves nay bo Produoo d. [ 
possible, based on rumors P~ , _ n ».» «« u«. 

military explosives wore produood there In 1947 under the supervision 
©r the military* that research work with military explosives was 
being conducted there instead of actual produotion. 
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